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SUBJ: THAI APPROACHES TO ARAB WORLD 

REF: BANGKOK 18262; B. BANGKOK 18261 

SUMMARY: RECENT NEWSPAPER ARTICLES SUGGEST THAT THE 
RTG IS MAKING AN EPFORT TO IMPROVE ITS STANDING 
WITH THE ARAB WORLD, PARTICULARLY EGYPT AND SAUDI 
ARABIA. THE RTG APPARENTLY PLANS TO GIVE RICE TO 
THE PALESTINIAN REFUGEE CENTER IN CAIRO. DEPUTY 
POREIGN MINISTER CHARTCHAI CHUNHAWAN MET WITH THE 
ELDER SISTER OP EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT SADAT SEPTEMBER 8 
IN BANGKOK. WE INPER THAT THESE MOVES ARE INTENDED 
TO PAVE THE WAY POR CHARTCHAI'S UPCOMING VISIT TO 
EGYPT AND SAUDI ARABIA, WHERE, PRIME MINISTER THANOM 
KITTIKACHORN ANNOUNCED, CHARTCHAI WILL EXPLORE THE 
POSSIBILITY OP BUYING CRUDE OIL PORM THE ARAB STATES. 
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END SUMMARY. 

1 . SEDENA EL SADAT, A JOURNALIST ELDER SISTER OE THE 
EGYPTIAN PRESIDENT, MADE A PREVIOUSLY UNANNOUNCED 24- 
HOUR STOP IN BANGKOK AT THE START OE A SWING THROUGH 
ASIA WITH TWO OTHER JOURNALISTS AND MOSTAEA GHONEIM 
EROM THE EGYPTIAN EOREIGN MINISTRY. DEPUTY FOREIGN 
MINISTER CHARTCHAI CHUNHAWAN PROMPTLY HOSTED A LUNCHEON 
EOR THE GROUP SEPTEMBER 8, DURING WHICH BOTH SIDES 

MADE REEERENCE TO STRENGHTENING TIES BETWEEN THAI! .AND 
AND EGYPT. 

2. 'TNEORMED SOURCES" SEPTEMBER 9 SAID THAT CHARTCHAI 
PLANNED TO DONATE RICE TO THE PALESTINIAN REFUGEE CENTER 
IN CAIRO. THE GESTURE WOULD BE IN APPRECIATION FOR 

THE NON-VIOLENT SOLUTION TO THE BLACK SEPTEMBER OCCU- 
PATION OF THE ISRAELI EMBASSY BANGKOK LAST DECEMBER 
(REFS A AND B). 

3. COMMENT: THIS RICE DONATION IS NOT AN UNSOLICITED 
RTG ACT, BUT IS THE RTG DONATION TO THE UN RELIEF 
AND WORKS AGREEMENT (UNRWA). THE RTG IS OBVIOUSLY 
TRYING TO GET SOME PROPAGANDA MILEAGE IN EGYPT, AND 
ELSEWHERE, OUT OF THIS YEAR'S CONTRIBUTION. FURTHERMORE, 
THE RTG IS PAVING THE WAY EOR DEPUTY EOREIGN MINISTER 
CHARTCHAI'S UPCOMING TRIP TO EGYPT AND SAUDI ARABIA. 

HE IS SCHEDULED TO BE IN CAIRO SEPTEMBER 15 TO 19 AND 
IN JIDDA EROM SEPTEMBER 19 TO 21. 

4. PRIME MINISTER THANOM KITTIKACHORN ANNOUNCED 
SEPTEMBER 12 THAT CHARTCHAI HAS INSTRUCTIONS TO DISCUSS AN 
ARRANGEMENT TO TRADE THAI PARBOILED RICE FOR ARAB 
CRUDE OIL. THANOM SPECIEICALLY MENTIONED THAT SAUDI 
ARABIA AND KUWAIT HAD ALREADY APPROACHED THE THAI ABOUT 
BUYING RICE. THE RTG HAS LATELY BEEN CONCERNED ABOUT 
THE INCREASING PRICE OE OIL. PRIME MINISTER THANOM'S 
ANNOUNCEMENT CONEIRMS RECENT RUMORS THAT THE RTG WOULD 
SEEK SOME ARRANGEMENT WITH A MIDDLE EASTERN COUNTRY TO 
TRADE RICE EOR OIL. 
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